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Scott Ziegler   Ed.D                                         August   6,   2021   
Superintendent   of   Schools   
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RE:    LCSO   Security   for   School   Board   Meeting   August   10/11,   2021   
  

Dr.   Ziegler   
  

In   following   up   on   our   conversation   yesterday   regarding   coordination   with   the   Loudoun   County   Sheriff’s   
Office   (LCSO)    for   law   enforcement   representation    at   the   August   10   -   11   2021   School   Board   meeting,   I   
am   providing   details   of   the   conversation   as   well   as   some   background   leading   up   to   the   call   with   Sheriff   
Mike   Chapman   and   Lt.   Col.   Eric   Prugh.   .     
  

For   context,   John   Clark,   Director   of   Safety   and   Security,   began   correspondence   with   representatives   of   
LCSO   immediately   following   the   June   22,   2021   School   Board   meeting   where   a   civil   disturbance   required   
the   meeting   to   be   ended   and   the   public   asked   to   vacate   the   premises   with   substantial   support   from   
LCSO.    The   coordination   with   LCSO   included   numerous   email   correspondence   as   well   as   a   series   of   
“countdown”   meetings   beginning   the   last   week   of   July.    The   count   down   meeting   invitations   were   sent   
July   8,   2021   for   meetings   to   be   held   July   29,   August   5   and   August   9.     Three   representatives,   Major   
McDonald,   Lt.   Brumbaugh   and   Cpt.   Schleiden   of   LCSO   attended   the   first   two   of   those   meetings.    Director   
Clark   also   extended   an   invitation   to   Major   McDonald   to   attend   the   August   5   closed   session   briefing   of   the   
School   Board   to   share   the   coordinated   plan.    Major   McDonald   accepted   the   invitation.    During   those   
meetings,   LCPS   shared   plans   and   exhibits   indicating   LCSO,   LCPS   and   Private   Security   assets   to   
establish   a   unified   plan   to   protect   the   public   as   well   as   LCPS   School   Board,   Staff   and   facility.     
  

As   reported   by   Director   Clark,   yesterday,     Aug 5, 2021 ,   Major   McDonald   announced   at   the   2PM   
meeting   that   would   not   be   attending   the   School   Board   closed   session   and   more   importantly   LCSO   would   
not   be   supporting   LCPS   for   the   meeting   on   August   10   or   August   11.     
  

Immediately   after   Director   Clark’s   briefing,   I   reached   out   to   Lt.   Col.   Eric   Prugh   and   Col.   Mark   Poland   via   
voice   mail   to   ascertain   the   rationale   for   the   change   in   support.     
  

Lt.   Col   Prugh   returned   my   call   around   4   PM,   joined   by   Sheriff   Chapman.    The   following   statements   are   
paraphrased   from   the   conversation   and   are   provided   to   record   the   rationale   offered   for   the   withdraw   of   on   
site   support   at   the   meeting.     
  



Sheriff   Chapman   offered   this   summary   of   the   LCSO   plan   for   August   10   and   11.     
● No   uniformed   officers   inside   the   building   
● No   administrative   building   campus   law   enforcement   presence   
● LCSO   officers   will   be   “in   the   area”   for   quick   response   if   something   happens   and   they   are   called   to   

respond.   
  

I   provided   additional   context   that   the   August   11,   2021   meeting   would   include   approximately    200   public   
participants   inside   the   building   and   Sheriff   Chapman   confirmed   their   plan   would   remain   the   same.     
  
  

During   the   conversation,   Sheriff   Chapman   made   a   number   of   points   as   justification   and/or   rationale   for   
their   decision   to   not   provide   the   requested   support   for   the   meeting.    I   have   provided   bulleted   paraphrased   
statements   which   occurred   randomly   throughout   the   conversation:     

● School   board   unilaterally   decided   to   limit   public   comment     
● School   Board   unilaterally   decided   to   hire   security   firm   with   metal   detector   
● School   Board   unilaterally   devised   a   security   plan   for   Aug   10   SB     
● School   Board   made   all   of   these   decisions   without   consultation   with   LCSO   
● 6   of   9   SB   members   brought   this   to   bear   by   creating   anti   racist   groups   on   social   media   
● LCSO   has   been   made   to   appear   as   the   muscle   for   school   board   and   work   at   the   school   board’s   

direction   
● After   june   22   -   LCSO   and   Sheriff   Chapman   received   national   criticism   for   being    “bad   guy”at   the   

meeting   being   blamed   for   what   took   place.    He   stated   that   some   of   the   comments   included   death   
threats.    He   continued   to   say   that   he   (Chapman)   received   all   of   the   criticism   and   that   the   
Superintendent   and   School   Board   took   none   of   the   push   back   from   the   community   or   national   
arena.     

● I   believe   those   people   should   have   been   allowed   to   speak   (reference   to   the   June   22,   2021   
School   Board   meeting     

● Optics   are   that   LCSO   deprived   citizens   of   their   right   to   speak   in   public   
● We   did   an   investigation   on   the   facebook    and   the   anti-racist   School   Board   member   social   media   

group   
● School   board   is   firing   people   up   and   calling   LCSO   to   clean   it   up   
● The   plan   for   Aug   10/11   puts   LCSO   in   same   position   and   I   won’t   be   put   in   that   position   again   
● School   board   is   being   dismissive   of   people   they   don’t   agree   with   
● Very   concerned   about   Beth   Barts   bringing   people   in   from   out   of   state   

  
  

I   concluded   my   comments   noting   that   the   School   Board   and   Superintendent   has   received   significant   
criticism   both   locally   and   nationally   including   death   threats   as   well.    I   also   challenged   the   statements   
regarding   planning   efforts   without   any   consultation   with   LCSO   as   described   earlier   regarding   Director   
Clark’s   coordination   with   LCSO   staff   in   ongoing   planning   meetings   and   calls.    I   also   noted   that   I   would   
report   back   to   Dr.   Ziegler   and   that   we   would   discuss   the   issue   with   the   School   Board   that   evening.     
  

Thank   You,   
  

Kevi�   L   Lewi�   
Kevin   L.   Lewis,   PE   
Chief   Operations   Officer   


